
 

2022 KSNA Legislator Questionnaire  

Your name: Linda Featherston 

The office you are 
running for: 

State Representative  

Kansas district: 16 
 

The Kansas State Nurses Association (KSNA) is the 
largest and most inclusive nursing association 
throughout our entire state. We represent the voice 
of the profession for all Registered Nurses. Our 
members are also constituent members of the 
American Nurses Association (ANA). KSNA is a 
bipartisan association. It is our intent with this 
questionnaire to share with our members to help 
form their own decisions in the November 2022 
election and where there is a need for education and 
advocacy for nurses and healthcare issues. 

 
 

  

1. Medicaid 
expansion: 

Yes 

Please explain: I have been a proponent of Medicaid expansion 
for years. I've knocked doors and talked to voters 
since 2016 as a part of Cindy Holscher's 
campaign team and with my own campaign. Not 
only is it immoral that Kansas has failed to 
expand, it's an economic nightmare to see $6 
billion of Kansans' tax dollars go to other states 
when we have real need here for more health care 
dollars here. 

 
 

 



2. Cost and quality of 
mental health 
services: 

Yes 

Please explain: I will continue to advocate for Medicaid 
expansion, and I have spoken to directors at 
Johnson County Department of Corrections 
about the need to have law enforcement start 
advocating more strongly for Medicaid 
expansion. Time and again, law enforcement tells 
me that Medicaid expansion would be a huge 
help to them. Clearly, representatives in the 
legislature and other advocates aren't making a 
dent in the minds of our conservative colleagues. 
That's why I think it's time for law enforcement 
to start being more assertive. We need to speak 
the language of those who oppose expansion. I 
have a good relationship with Ed Klumpf through 
my work on the hospital worker protection bill 
and would feel very comfortable talking to him 
about expansion. When he speaks, the other side 
of the aisle listens. 

 
 

3. What is your 
stance on 
criminalization of 
nurse errors? 

I am opposed. Errors are mistakes, which all 
humans make. While I do sympathize with any 
patient that has been a victim of a nursing error, 
I feel the current malpractice system is fairer 
than criminalization. 

 
 

4. Do you support the 
continued daycare 
and school vaccine 
requirements? 

Yes 

Please explain: Honestly, I can't even believe the world has come 
to the point where we now have to defend 
ourselves from rollbacks of childhood vaccine 
requirements. Vaccines have been proven safe 
and effective. I certainly do not want to see a 
return of polio and other diseases that have been 
eradicated by vaccines. If people choose not to 



get their children vaccinated (and have no 
meaningful religious exemption), they have 
chosen not to send their children to daycare or 
school. 

 
 

5. Current and future 
nursing shortage in 
Kansas: 

During the 2022 session, I was the chief advocate 
for HB 2620 which would have increased 
protections for hospital workers. As part of my 
advocacy, I worked to raise awareness of the 70% 
of nurses that report being attacked at work. I 
cannot expect nurses to stay in a profession that 
has become unsafe for so many. I would support 
legislation to help pay for nursing school for 
those who commit to work in Kansas for a 
defined period of time. 

 
 

6. Do you support 
government control 
of nurse staffing 
agencies including 
the pay for nurses?  

No 

Please explain: As long as nurses are receiving the majority of 
increased pay benefits, I support letting the free 
market determine nurse pay via staffing agencies. 
If staffing agencies are receiving the bulk of an 
increased pay benefits, I cannot support it. I am 
not willing to risk accessibility to health care for a 
corporation. 

 
 

7. Violence in the 
Workplace: 

As stated above, I was the primary proponent of 
HB 2620. I worked across the aisle and with 
hospitals and law enforcement to craft a bill that 
would create the crime of interference and 
increase the penalty for attacking hospital 
workers. I thought creating a bi-partisan bill that 
included representatives' names would be 
enough to save it from political interference. 



Sadly, it was not enough and I am still very 
disappointed about the whole incident. 

 
 

8. What is your 
understanding of the 
role of a Registered 
Nurse in healthcare? 

My husband was a Registered Nurse for four 
years before going to medical school. In my view, 
Registered Nurses implement and supervise care 
plans devised by physicians. They provide 
continual monitoring of patients' status and 
advocate for their patients. Registered Nurses 
ensure that a high quality of care is maintained 
through the care they give and the supervision of 
other staff they provide. 

 
 

9. How will you 
incorporate the voice 
of nursing into all 
future decisions 
related to healthcare: 

My door is always open for nurse advocates. I 
think my interest in and connection to healthcare 
is well known within the legislature, and I hope 
that puts me on the radar of KSNA. 

 
We appreciate your time to answer these important 
questions. Best regards, Kelly Sommers Executive 
Director Kansas State Nurses Association 
director@ksnurses.com 
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