
 

2022 KSNA Legislator Questionnaire  

Your name: Chuck Schmidt 

The office you are 
running for: 

Kansas House 

Kansas district: 88 
 

The Kansas State Nurses Association (KSNA) is the 
largest and most inclusive nursing association 
throughout our entire state. We represent the voice 
of the profession for all Registered Nurses. Our 
members are also constituent members of the 
American Nurses Association (ANA). KSNA is a 
bipartisan association. It is our intent with this 
questionnaire to share with our members to help 
form their own decisions in the November 2022 
election and where there is a need for education and 
advocacy for nurses and healthcare issues. 

 
 

  

1. Medicaid 
expansion: 

Yes 

Please explain: I believe it's absolutely necessary. I lived in 
Independence when the hospital closed, much 
due to servicing low income patients with no 
insurance. My wife is in health care and has seen 
the issues with lack of health insurance. It is a 
crime that we are turning away billions of dollars 
that would help individuals with their medical 
needs and provide well paying jobs in healthcare 
and help support hospitals. This would make a 
huge difference for mental health as well. These 
patients could afford medication and regular 
therapy. I am more than angry that the 
leadership won't even let us vote on this issue, 

 



even though the vast majority of Kansans are in 
favor of expansion. 

 
 

2. Cost and quality of 
mental health 
services: 

Yes 

Please explain: Yes, I have voted to increase funding for 
community mental health centers and have been 
endorsed by Kansans for Quality Mental Health. 
I am supportive of the efforts to establish a short 
term mental health hospital in Sedgwick County. 
We also need to encourage more young people to 
get into the field with scholarships and or loan 
forgiveness. I visited with the Director of 
ComCare and was informed that they are 
seriously understaffed as are many other mental 
health agencies. 

 
 

3. What is your 
stance on 
criminalization of 
nurse errors? 

I admit that I do not know enough about this 
issue to give a clear answer. I do believe nurses 
should be held liable for malpractice just like 
doctors are, but I do not know enough about the 
issue of criminality. I look forward to being 
educated on this issue. 

 
 

4. Do you support the 
continued daycare 
and school vaccine 
requirements? 

Yes 

Please explain: Yes, we are getting into dangerous territory with 
the growing resistance to vaccinations. We are 
already seeing some resurgence of polio and 
other diseases that were thought to have been 
eradicated. As a superintendent of schools, I 
worked hand in hand with our school nurse to 
deal with this problem. We took a strong stand 



that all students must be vaccinated. Since the 
pandemic, this type of resistance has become 
more prevalent. 

 
 

5. Current and future 
nursing shortage in 
Kansas: 

This is another area in which we need to look at 
scholarships and or loan forgiveness programs to 
encourage more nursing students. In addition we 
need to show more public appreciation for what 
nurses do, especially their roles during the 
pandemic. 

 
 

6. Do you support 
government control 
of nurse staffing 
agencies including 
the pay for nurses?  

No 

Please explain: I think this is something that must be 
determined locally and on an agency basis. 

 
 

7. Violence in the 
Workplace: 

I voted to charge individuals for crimes when 
they become violent with medical personnel. This 
phenomenon reared its ugly head particularly 
during the pandemic and there is no excuse for 
such behavior. 

 
 

8. What is your 
understanding of the 
role of a Registered 
Nurse in healthcare? 

A registered nurse has met the requirements of a 
licensing body and is regulated by a professional 
organization. They perform a wide variety of 
services in healthcare and often specialize in 
certain fields. They are a critical component of 
quality healthcare. 

 
 



9. How will you 
incorporate the voice 
of nursing into all 
future decisions 
related to healthcare: 

I will listen to the expertise of nurses just as I 
would any other healthcare specialist in issues 
related to healthcare. Healthcare issues must be 
meticulously researched and there must be wide 
ranging discussion with experts in the field 
because of the life or death implications. 

 
We appreciate your time to answer these important 
questions. Best regards, Kelly Sommers Executive 
Director Kansas State Nurses Association 
director@ksnurses.com 
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