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WHAT’S HAPPENING WEDNESDAY 
Kansas Immunization Program 

December 1, 2021 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving!  Are you all ready to enter 
the final month of the year?  Where did the 
time go?  As we move into December, we 
continue to see a lot of interest and activity 
around the COVID-19 vaccines.  Some 
notable changes have occurred since the 
last edition of What’s Happening 
Wednesday (WHW), including some new 
recommendations from the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP).    

On 11/19, the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) amended the 
Emergency Use Authorizations (EUAs) for 
Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccines authorizing use of a single booster 
dose for all individuals 18 years of age and 
older after completion of primary 
vaccination. The ACIP met the same day 
and voted unanimously to recommend 
booster doses of Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines. The 
recommendations were as follows:  
 
A single COVID-19 vaccine booster dose is 
recommended for persons ages >50 years 
who received an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine 
primary series, at least 6 months after the 
primary series, under FDA’s EUA.  
 
A single COVID-19 vaccine booster dose is 
recommended for persons ages >18 
years who received an mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine primary series based on individual 
benefit risk at least 6 months after the 
primary series, under FDA’s EUA.  
 
 

Although the recommendations from ACIP 
are specific to mRNA COVID-19 vaccine 
recipients, individuals can choose any of 
the COVID-19 vaccines currently authorized 
in the U.S. for their booster shot .Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky, Director of the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
endorsed the ACIP recommendations.   

On a different note, we want to remind 
providers that the most current EUA for 
FDA authorized COVID-19 vaccines is your 
source for information on indications, 
storage and handling, transporting, etc.  
The EUA for each vaccine supersedes all 
information found on the vaccine carton 
and vial labels.  Be sure that vaccine 
providers are familiar with and have access 
to the most recent EUAs.  This knowledge 
will decrease the likelihood of vaccine 
administration errors and vaccine wastage.  
The most current EUAs can be found on the 
CDC website or vaccine manufacturer 
website.   

Finally, a reminder that the CDC website 
has many resources to assist providers on 
COVID-19 vaccines.  One resource that I 
refer to on a daily basis is the Interim 
Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 
Vaccines Currently Approved or Authorized 
in the United States. There is a wealth of 
information at this website and I 
recommend that you go there frequently.    

Thank you for all you do!  I hope you all 

have a joyous December! 

In This Issue 

 
 
The Consultant On-Call can be 
reached Monday—Friday,  
8 a.m.—5 p.m. at  
785-296-5592.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
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If you missed our last What’s Happening Wednesday Newsletter, you missed a very informative piece on the Pfizer Pediatric 

COVID-19 vaccine.   

Once again, we would like to point out the difference in vaccine storage for COVID-19 vaccines, especially for the Pediatric Pfizer 
vaccine for 5 to <12-year old's (indicated by the orange cap and label).  This vaccine CANNOT be stored in a regular freezer. It 
may either be stored in ultra-cold storage up to 6 months from the printed manufactured date or refrigerated (2°C -8°C). Once 
the vaccine is moved to the refrigerator, it must be used within 10 weeks.  Sadly, vaccine that is stored incorrectly means that it 
cannot be used to vaccinate patients and missed opportunities to vaccinate can occur. 
 
Steps to prevent this error would include providing training to all staff receiving vaccine or administering COVID-19 vaccine, using 
reference materials such the Provider Quick Reference Guide, developed by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE), and labeling vaccine storage units with signs to indicate which vaccines can be stored or cannot be stored in each type of 
unit (ultra-cold, regular freezer, and refrigerator).  Remember each vaccine type also has a different length of time it can be 
stored in each unit as well. There are many Centers for Disease Control and Prevention resource materials that will help including: 

• Pfizer Bio-N-Tech Storage and Handling Labels 

• Pfizer Bio-N-Tech BUD Label 

• Moderna Storage and Handling Labels 

• Moderna BUD Label 

• Johnson and Johnson Storage and Handling Labels 

• Pfizer Bio-N-Tech for 5-<12 Storage and Handling Labels 

• Pfizer Bio-N-Tech for 5-<12 BUD Label 

If you suspect that vaccine may have been stored incorrectly, please call the Consultant On-Call at 785-296-5592 or email 
KDHE.vaccine@ks.gov.  Mark the vaccines and/or vaccine storage unit in such a way that all staff know to not use the vaccine  
until viability can be determined and definitely DO NOT ADMINISTER if in question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

If you have COVID-19 vaccine that you are not be able to use, you can contact us, and we will help         

redistribute the vaccine to providers in need of additional vaccines. Please contact us ASAP to ensure   

other providers have adequate time to use the vaccine. Contact the On-Call Consultant at 785-296-5592 

or email KDHE.vaccine@ks.gov. 

https://www.kdheks.gov/immunize/whw.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/Pfizer_PED_StorageLabel.pdf
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/index.asp
https://www.kansasvaccine.gov/DocumentCenter/View/348/Provider-Quick-Reference-Guide-for-COVID-19-Vaccine-Administration-PDF
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/storage-handling-label.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/bud-tracking-labels.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/storage-handling-label.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/bud-tracking-labels.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/janssen/downloads/janssen-storage-handling-label.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/Pfizer_PED_StorageLabel.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/Pfizer_PED_BUD-Labels.pdf
mailto:KDHE.vaccine@ks.gov
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KSWebIZ staff have compiled a list of all email addresses and their primary function. Each email address 
below lists examples to assist in determining where to send email questions or concerns.    
 

KDHE.Immunizationregistry@ks.gov -Any technical issue with KSWebIZ, including but not limited to: 
lockouts/password reset, electronic on-hand inventory and recons, training for KSWebIZ, identify duplicate 
patients/immunizations. 

KDHE.Immonboarding@ks.gov -Onboard as a new KSWebIZ provider/clinic, (non Covid-19 provider), 
changes to EMR/EHR system connection, transition from a Direct Entry account to an HL7 connection, and 
issues or errors with HL7 messages/connection. 

KDHE.Vaccine@ks.gov -Issues with your vaccine order (Covid-19 and non Covid-19 Vaccines), vaccine 
temperature issues and temperature excursions. 

KDHE.CovidEnrollment@ks.gov -Updates to Covid-19 Enrollment 
information, including but not limited to updating your point of 
contact, vaccine delivery address, and any issues with VaccineFinder.   

For questions about files or Flat File uploads please email-
KDHE.CovidVaccinePartners@ks.gov.  

 

 

Influenza  

Surveillance  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Influenza-Like Illness 
Surveillance Network (ILINet) sites 
monitor patients for influenza-like 
illness (ILI) – symptoms include a 
fever (> 100⁰F) and the presence 
of a cough and/or sore throat. 
During the week ending November 
20, ILINet sites reported 1.4% of 
visits were due to ILI. Syndromic 
surveillance indicated 1.9% of 
visits to emergency departments 
in Kansas were due to ILI. All data 
is subject to change. As of the 
week ending November 20, KHEL 
has not reported any positive 
influenza specimens during the 
2021-2022 surveillance season. As 
a reminder, outbreaks of any 
disease are reportable and should 
be reported to the epidemiology 
hotline at (877) 427-7317. Stay 
updated on influenza activity at 
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/
surveillance.htm.  
 

 
 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

The last wave of regular flu distribution will be completed this week. We will have        
ordered/offered the full quantity you pre-booked by now. As always, we can order more 
than the pre-booked quantities, so if you are running low (or have any other questions) 
please reach out to our vaccine email inbox at kdhe.vaccine@ks.gov. 
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mailto:KDHE.Immunizationregistry@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.Immonboarding@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.Vaccine@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.CovidEnrollment@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.CovidVaccinePartners@ks.gov
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm
http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm
mailto:kdhe.vaccine@ks.gov
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Introducing Infectious Disease Management 

There is a new section within the Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention at KDHE!  In light of the shifting demands on public 
health, the bureau has created the Infectious Disease Management Section (kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov).  This section is led by 
Kimberly Winans, formerly the TB Nurse Consultant, and includes positions in TB Control, Viral Hepatitis, and STD programs.      
Infectious Disease Management Section has a focus on clinical care and provider health education.  As the section grows and     
positions are filled, nurse consultants will be available for clinical questions regarding treatment, side effects, and monitoring of 
TB, Hepatitis, and STD patients.  Health educators will work to ensure current, evidence-based information, guidelines, resources, 
and trainings that are available for providers and health departments.  These positions will focus on  education for providers and 
medical personnel rather than the general public.  Lisa Edgerton-Johnston will continue as the TB Contact Investigation               
Coordinator and Health Educator including management of electronic disease notifications (EDN) from the CDC. A 340B            
compliance specialist will take over medication (including PPD) inventory and shipping for the STD and TB   programs while        
ensuring the programs maintain 340B compliance.  As individuals are hired to fill these positions, we will  introduce them in this  
newsletter. 
To contact the Infectious Disease Management section (including TB Control for medication shipping questions) please email 
kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov.  This email is a HIPAA compliant group inbox for the section to which on ID Management staff have 
access.  Questions, medication orders, and disease notifications may be sent to this inbox according to your facility/company     
policies. 
 

Kimberly Winans (BSN, RN) – Infectious Disease Management Section Chief  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuberculosis Medication & PPD Solution Shipping Updates 
 

• Due to the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, unless there is an emergency*, no medications or PPD solution will be 
shipped Monday, December 20 through Friday, December 31.  Routine medication/PPD solution distribution will      
resume Monday, January 3, 2022. 

  
Please contact the Infectious Disease Management Section (kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov OR [Fax] 785-559-4224) or TB Control     
Program if you have an urgent need for medications or PPD solution during any of the times mentioned above. 

Please be sure to request your medications and PPD solution early (at least two weeks before you/the patient will run out) and       
prepare for shipping delays as we head into the holiday season. 

  
*Emergencies warranting expedited shipping are determined at the discretion of the TB Control Program. Emergencies include but are 
not limited to new active TB disease patients, active TB treatment regimen changes, new high-risk LTBI patients, contact                   
investigations in high-risk settings. 

  

  

  

The KDHE Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention (BDCP) and Kansas Health 

and Environmental Laboratories (KHEL) are seeking qualified candidates to fill  

multiple positions in our Immunizations, STI/HIV, Infectious Disease  Management 

and Microbiology sections. Positions available include nurses, administrative staff, 

health educators, and microbiologists. Check out the State Employment Center 

(SEC) for available positions. Don’t see what your looking for? Keep checking! New 

positions are posted regularly! 

  

mailto:kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov
mailto:kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov
mailto:kdhe.idmanagement@ks.gov
https://admin.ks.gov/services/state-employment-center/
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Medical Updates & Immunization Site Training for All Healthcare Providers led by Pfizer Vaccines US Medical Affairs 
  
Goal:  Educate providers and immunization staff personnel on the proper use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine 
  
Beginning Wednesday, December 1st at 12pm ET, sessions will include information regarding the DO NOT DILUTE / Gray 
Cap formulation of the vaccine for individuals 12 years of age and older. 
  
Session topics include: 
  
• Use of the vaccine for: 

 Children 5 through 11 Years of Age 
 Individuals 12 Years of Age and Older 

• Storage, Handling, Preparation & Administration for the multiple presentations of the vaccine 
• Recent medical updates regarding the vaccine 
• An overview of healthcare provider resources 
• Question and answer session 
These sessions will be updated to reflect new information and changes that evolve.  Recent updates will be identified at the start 
of each session. 

  
To access current and future training sessions, please visit: 

https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates 
Or 

Join the sessions at the designated times listed below 
Schedule through December 2021.  Check the website for 2022 training sessions. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Weblinks for future training sessions will be updated, please visit the website https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/
medical-updates for the most current training dates and times. 
  

 Date & Time Password 

Attendee link – Wed December 1 – 12 PM ET h8tGJaxe56A 

Attendee link – Thurs December 2 – 12 PM ET fgZsgRpf379 

Attendee link – Fri December 3 – 12 PM ET rkMHiiMB223 

    

Attendee link – Mon December 6 – 5 PM ET 7TPd4QgG6kM 

Attendee link – Tues December 7 – 5 PM ET 5Q4fggcppc2 

Attendee link – Wed December 8 – 12 PM ET kpRpN6Kk5P5 

Attendee link – Thurs December 9 – 12 PM ET xmBqyuSr252 

Attendee link – Fri December 10 – 12 PM ET ZnuC32Puqy5 

    

Attendee link – Mon December 13 – 5 PM ET D9ufVHMSM99 

Attendee link – Tues December 14 – 5 PM ET H3WuiDZtd22 

Attendee link – Wed December 15 – 12 PM ET gpPQjEdZ494 

Attendee link – Thurs December 16 – 12 PM ET cVST3X9Rff2 

Attendee link – Fri December 17 – 12 PM ET ybW7Pnf6nN2 

    

Attendee link – Mon December 20 – 3 PM ET TupjKrQv427 

Attendee link – Tues December 21 – 12 PM ET BTt8MrXwR58 

    

Attendee link – Tues December 28 – 12 PM ET 47DiG6JXsgA 

Attendee link – Wed December 29 – 3 PM ET dwQkMZmJ258 

https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates
https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates
https://www.pfizermedicalinformation.com/en-us/medical-updates

